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We Will Explore the Following

Interrupted Schooling

» Family Separation and Reunification

» Anxiety and Isolation

Social Language vs. Academic Language
Effective use of Texts and Dictionaries
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Effects of Interrupted Schooling

» War, migration, refugee camps
* Loss of family and family culture
Little knowledge of school routines

» Effects—withdrawn, aggressive, unable
to concentrate, anxious
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Family Separation and Reunification

Why families separate

« Effect of separation on family culture
Definition of family roles

* Temptations

* How does this affect the student in the
classroom
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Question

» Can you think back and recall a time
when you or someone you know was
separated from significant family
members for any period of time?

— What did it feel like?
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Anxiety and Isolation

* “l am not like anyone else.”
» Feeling of inadequacy
* “I do not want to be identified as different.”
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Reflection

» Can you recall a student in your
classroom who may be feeling isolated?

* What are the characteristics you see?
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Social vs. Academic Language

+ Social communication skills

« Five years to develop oral language
proficiency

» Four to seven years to gain academic
language proficiency

* Much longer for students with interrupted
schooling
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Academic Language

» Academic Language skills
— Explaining
— Comparing
— Contrasting
— Classifying
— Inferring
— Evaluating
— Synthesizing
— Reporting
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Strategies to Help Students Access
Academic Language

» Ask students to guess the meaning of
new words

* Pacing

* Common Word Root words

« Academic word list
— www.uefap.com/vocab/select/awl.htm
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Texts and Dictionaries

* Many students’ first textbooks are in our
classrooms

« Dictionaries are effective if the students
have a mastery of their primary language

* How to use dictionaries effectively
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Resources and references

» Brown, J., Miller, J., & Mitchell, J. (2006). Interrupted
schooling and the acquisition of literacy. Australian
Journal of Language and Literacy, 29(2). Norwood
S.A.: Australian Literacy Association.
http://www.accessmylibrary.com/
article-1G1-147755597/interrupted-schooling-and-
acquisition.html

* Coelho, E. (1998). Teaching and learning in
multicultural schools. Clevedon, UK: Multilingual
Matters Ltd.
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Resources and references cont.

» Ginding, T. H., & Poggio, S. (2009). Family
separation and the educational success of immigrant
children. UMBC Policy Brief No. 7. Baltimore, MD:
Department of Public Policy, University of Maryland.
http://globalchild.rutgers.edu/pdf/Family Separation-
Policy Brief.pdf

» Suarez-Orozco, C., Suarez-Orozco, M. M., &
Todorova, I. (2008). Learning in a new land:
Immigrant students in American society. Cambridge,
MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.
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Resources and References cont.

+ Suarez-Orozoco, C., Todorava, |., & Louie, J.
(2002). Making up for lost time: The experience
of separation and reunification among immigrant
families. Family Process, 41(4).
http://mith.umd.edu/crgelird/pdf entry.php?id=66

* Vogt, M. E., & Echevarria, J. (2007). 99 ideas and
activities for teaching English learners with the
SIOP Model. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
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This presentation was prepared by Gloria Maria Rockhold for the Appalachia Regional
Comprehensive Center (ARCC) at Edvantia.

© 2010 by Edvantia, Inc. Al rights reserved.

Edvantia is a nonprofit education corporation, founded in 1966, that partners with education
agencies, foundations, publishers, and service providers to apply expertise in research,
evaluation, professional development, and technical assistance to help schools and students
succeed. Specialty areas include district and school improvement, teacher quality, systems
development and alignment, STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) education,
21st century skills, and college access.

Information about Edvantia products and services is available by writing P.O. Box 1348,
Charleston, WV 25325; calling 304.347.0400 or 800.624.9120; or visiting www.edvantia.org.
Edvantia is an equal 1t opportunif ive action employer.

The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the U.S. Department of
Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the federal government.
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