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Parent Involvement: Keys to Success  
A podcast series from the Appalachia Regional Comprehensive Center 

 
Helping Parents Understand the Data: How Is My Child Doing? What Do the Scores Mean? 

Listener’s Guide 
 

Key idea: Help parents understand the data by focusing on the data that is most important to them and 
their child, and communicate it in multiple ways to meet the needs of all parents.    

Key Information Notes 

Strategies for providing NCLB information to parents 

1. Use a simple, easy to understand format. 

2. Consider parents whose native language is not 
English. 

3. Provide training for parents to help them understand 
the information and their options.  

 

Strategies for Educators 

• Meet with small groups of parents to make meetings 
more accessible and relevant. 

• Record school meetings for parents who cannot 
attend. 

• Encourage two-way communication by providing 
reply cards and conducting follow-up phone calls. 

 

Strategies for SEAs 

• Create a parent involvement resource page on the 
state Web site to provide user-friendly information 
to parents. 

• Provide professional development for school and 
district staff on interpreting data so they can better 
communicate with parents. 
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